THE   PILGRIMAGE  OF   GRACE

pray for you, my members, that God may light you with His
grace to knowledge, and declare yourselves our true subjects
henceforth, and to give more credence to these our benign per-
suasions, than to the perverse instigations of malicious disposed
persons.

This reply was discussed by the rebels at a conference at York
on November 21, at which it was agreed that the Archbishop of
York should gather his clergy together to put forward with
precision and detail the religious demands made by the pilgrims.
They intended, in fact, to treat with Henry, who expressed his
indignation forcibly in the following letter.

He begins by marvelling at the * ingratitude and unkindness
administered unto us in this Insurrection, specially by those
persons that should show themselves to be of nobility and
worship '. He then proceeds :

v.To ELLERKER AND BOWES

[Nov. 27, 1536.]

. . . Secondly, it is no little marvel unto us that seeing the
commons be now down, and peradventure not even so willing
to rise again as some make pretence and report, the nobles and
you the gentlemen have subscribed such a letter as you have now
sent to our said cousin of Norfolk; by the which it appeareth
they make themselves a party with the commons, which is clean
contrary to the report of you Sir Ralph Ellerker and Robert
Bowes, who declared them to have been taken against their wills,
which did then chiefly move us to take the more pity and com-
passion of them. And now the intent of your pilgrimage, with
the devotion of the pilgrims, may well appear. For who can
reckon that foundation good which is contrary to God's com-
mandment, or the executors to be good men, which, contrary to
their allegiance, presume with force to order their prince? For
God commandeth them to obey their prince, whatsoever he be,
yea, though he should not direct them justly, and their oath of
allegiance, which passeth all oaths, and is the foundation without
the keeping of which all other oaths be but naught and vain,